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Icelandic artists launch
We Pay Visual Artists
Campaign

The Association of Icelandic Artists aims to highlight the working
conditions and undervaluing of creative labour that visual artists
face.

campaigns International Paying Artists

Artists in Iceland have launched a new campaign to promote fair
payment for their work. The We Pay Visual Artists Campaign
(http://vidborgummyndlistarmonnum.info/) has been set up by
the Association of Icelandic Artists (http://sim.is/en1/) (Samband
islenskra myndlistarmanna, SiM), a representative body formed
in 1982 that currently has over 700 members.

Jéna Hlif Halldorsdottir (http://www.platformnord.com/?
p=21528), chair of the association’s board, said: “The purpose
of the campaign is to promote visual art’s field of work and
enable artists to be paid for their work.” It is hoped that “the
campaign will change the minds of visual artists, the public,
officials of museums and cultural institutions, as well as
municipal government and the state”.

At the centre of the campaign is the newly drafted contract
outlining the participation and contribution of artists in
exhibitions. It has been drawn up by a workgroup including the
National Gallery of Iceland (http://www.listasafn.is/english),
Reykjavik Art Museum (http://artmuseum.is/), Hafnarborg, The
Hafnarfjorour Centre of Culture and Fine Art
(http://www.visithafnarfjordur.is/art-and-culture/art-centre-
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hafnarborg/), The Living Art Museum (http://www.nylo.is/),
and LA Art Museum and Akureyri Art Museum
(http://www.listasafnarnesinga.is/list/). Visual artists lImur
Stefansdéttir and Ulfur Grénvold also contributed to the
document.
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A key reference point for the group has been the Swedish MU
(Medverkande og ustallningsersattning) contract. The Swedish
government signed an agreement back in 2009 relating to
compensation for artists who display their work in public
museums in the country. This is in addition to payment for
transportation, installation and publication of material for the
artist’s exhibition.

The MU contract has been the basis of comparable contracts in
Norway and Denmark. It was also referred to in the initial
research of a-n/AIR’s own Paying Artists
(http://www.payingartists.org.uk/) campaign.

The Association of Icelandic Artists hope its version will be
adopted nationally by Iceland’s museums and publicly-funded
exhibitions. However, it is taking a cautious approach to
implementation, primarily due to the current financial situation
many arts organisations in Iceland find themselves in. Additional
research has been commissioned on a cost analysis for the
contract in accordance with a museums’ last operational year in
order to gauge the potential impact.

Halldorsdéttir commented: “It is known that museums in Iceland
do not have the resources for increased cost. This is why those
who operate in the visual art environment need to work together
as one; to change the general attitude and increase the budget
of visual art-related matters in order to make the contract viable.
It is reasonable to insist that the work environment of visual
artists better resembles the work environment of other
professions.”

For more information on the We Pay Visual Artists
Campaign visit: www.vidborgummyndlistarmonnum.info
(www.vidborgummyndlistarmonnum.info)
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